
THE MESSENGER November 2014 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

During this season of 
Thanksgiving, I am 
reminded of all the 
blessings of my life:  
my family, my health, 
my relationship with 
God, and the oppor-
tunity to serve God in  
ministry with won-
derful people like 
you.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many mixed emotions for all of us as this transition 
takes place; however, I am convinced that the next season of 
our lives will be filled with God’s grace, because our God is 
faithful!  God knows what the future holds. On this we can 
rest assured.   
 

Some have asked, “What will we do and how will we move 
forward as a church after Pastor Susan leaves?”  Let me offer 
three things that I believe can help through this time of tran-
sition and will lead to an exciting future for FCC. 
 

First, accept that God is about to do a new thing, and offer 
God your thanks for God’s faithfulness.  Realize that this is 
an opportunity for growth in faith through the power of 
Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Second, have faith…and act on it!  Pray for the 
church and its leadership.  Pray for the Interim 
Minister.  Pray for the Pastoral Search Committee.  
And pray for yourself…. that you will step up to 
opportunities for service and ministry in the months 
ahead.  This is a time for the church to be the 
church…and you are a part!  Know how important you 
are to the future.   

Third, stay positive and stay loving.  God has given 
you an incredible mission that is so needed in 
Montgomery! Your witness over this transition will let 
this community know that First Christian Church is a 
people…with a message and a mission that is sorely 
needed.  May the testimony of others outside FCC be 
the same as in the first century:  “See how they love 
each other!”   
 

I love all of you so much!  I close by offering a prayer 
that I hope you will make as your own:   

 “Dear Lord, we thank You for your 
faithfulness, Your grace, and Your love from the 
beginning of time until now.  We especially thank You 
for the time we have had these past eleven and a half 
years to work in partnership together to make a 
difference in the name of Christ.  We ask now that 
during this time of transition, You would help us to 
trust in You for a hopeful future.  We thank You for 
this chapter in our lives together, and we anticipate 
with hope the next chapter that will unfold.  Lord, 
guide and direct the Pastoral Search Committee as 
they seek to discern a new person to lead and pastor 
FCC.  Since You already know, Lord, who this person 
will be, bless him or her as he or she prepares to join 
us in the ministry of the Gospel.  In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen.  



We have a special treat for our Wednesday nights in 
November, as we learn more about the local missions 
that FCC supports through our tithes and offerings. 

 

Wednesday, November 5 

Aid to Inmate Mothers– Carol Potok, 
 Executive Director 

 

Wednesday, November 12  

Family Sunshine Center– Sandy Smith, 
 Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Wednesday, November 19  

Beth Ann Biggs– Family Promise  

Disciples Door to Door will be  
visiting Golden Living  at 2020 N 
Country Club Dr, Montgomery, AL 

36106. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, November 15.  As 
usual, small dogs are welcome to 
help us meet and greet.   

This is a wonderful opportunity to share love with those 
who may need it the most. 

First Christian Church will host 
our second annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service with 
Agudath Israel Etz Ahayem Syna-
gogue on Sunday, November 23 
at 6:30 p.m.  Rabbi Scott Kramer 
will be preaching, FCC’s music 
ministry will lead in song, and the 

larger community will be invited to give thanks to God 
for all our blessings and for the ministry of Pastor Su-
san not only to First Christian Church but to the River 
Region. 

A reception following the service will be  
sponsored by FCC’s Nurture ministry.  Deb Batson, Nur-
ture Ministry Coordinator, will be asking for your help 
to decorate and bring hors d’oeuvres to share.   

GIVING THANKS! 

Jane Elizabeth Burdeshaw 
Worship Ministry Coordinator  

Our thirteenth Senior Adult Retreat will be Thursday, 

November 6th and Friday, November 7, 2014 at St. Bernard 

Drive, Cullman, AL. The retreat begins at 11:30 a.m. on 

Thursday and ends by 1:30 p.m. on Friday. Rev. Dr. Carl 

Gebhardt, retired Disciples’ pastor, will lead the retreat on 

the theme “The Changing Role of Senior Adults in the 

Church.” The program will include music by George and Judy 

Dudley, a talent show, hand bell concert and business 

meeting.  

Again this Thanksgiving Season, you 

will have an opportunity to help 

prepare and serve our food ministry 

recipients a wonderful Thanksgiving 

meal on November 19th. We will also 

have our regular food distribution. We 

will need volunteers as follows: 

9:00 a.m.– Kitchen help 

11:00 a.m.– Servers 

Clean Up  

Doors will open at 11:30 for our guests  

Don Grobe, Coordinator  

Love Your Neighbor Food Ministry  

On November 30, 2014, please join us for a reception 

honoring the faithful service Susan Diamond has provided for 

our congregation for nearly 12 years! We will be having cake, 

punch and some finger foods following Susan’s last day as 

First Christian Church’s  Senior Pastor.   

  

If you would like to help in any way, you may contact Nurture 

Chair, Deborah Batson. 



Property has had a few things in the works lately! First we 
say a very big THANK YOU to Alice McKinney for getting 
the attention of the roofing company! From verbal re-
ports, they have committed to replacing the shingles on 
front side of the roof! Work should begin within a few 
days. Secondly, we are planning a large project for the 
upcoming Capital Campaign to secure funds for new HVAC 
systems. This will cost at least $9000.00. As with all things, 
God will provide for our needs! Lastly, as Property Chair, 
please join me in saying Thank You to Steve Ofe, Lester 
Smith, David Batson, and Larry Elmore for their ongoing 
work and dedication to keeping our grounds and buildings 
in good shape! 

Teresa Houser  
Property Ministry Coordinator  

The FCC Choir is tuning up for the holiday season and would 
love to include your voice among those singing God's prais-
es. Music is a great way to fill your soul and to share God's 
love with others. Come and practice with us Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. There are special 
music opportunities Sunday, November 23, for the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service; Christmas Eve; and the Sunday after 
Christmas. Come and sing your way through the holi-
days!  See Bobbie Morris or Su Ofe for more information. 

 

Sound System: 

We have almost reached our goal of money needed to up-
grade our sound system.  We thank you for your generous 
donations. 

 

Christmas Caroling 

Please put on your calendars December 17th for Christmas 
Caroling.  We will do this in place of our Wednesday night 
program and we will need lots of participation. 

We will also be taking Christmas cards and tins of cookies to 
those we visit. 

Sign-up sheets will be on the bulletin board soon! 

 

Su Ofe and Bobbie Morris,  co-Music Directors 

The Pastoral Search Committee met with Regional Minister 

John Mobley on October 27th.  Rev. Mobley provided them 

with extensive written materials and guidance as they 

organize for the task of developing a congregational profile 

and ultimately beginning the search process.   While they 

know that the process can be followed through to a successful 

conclusion, they are also aware that a lot of work has to be 

done before that can happen.  

In the meantime, Rev. Mobley has been extremely helpful and 

has provided us a candidate for consideration that he believes 

will be a good match for us as we determine who God is 

calling us to be and who we will choose to lead us in that 

calling.  Our goal for securing an Interim Pastor at FCC is 

January 1, 2015 and includes the following steps: 

 The Pulpit Search Committee will meet with the interim 

candidate recommended by Rev. Mobley within the first 

two weeks of November.  

 There will be a time of worship and fellowship for you to 

meet the interim candidate on November 21.   

 During our Annual Meeting on November 23, members of 

FCC will be voting on whether to call the recommended 

interim candidate.  

 Potential interim candidates are aware that this is to be a 

full-time interim position and that they are expected to 

maintain a residence in Montgomery while serving at FCC.  

Anyone recommended to us is a person in standing with 

the Christian Church (DOC), which means they meet the 

criteria outlined in our bylaws. Please pray for the 

Pastoral Search Committee as we seek God's will for our 

wonderful congregation: Alice McKinney (Chair), Deb 

Batson, Jane Elizabeth Burdeshaw, Sam Colson, Don 

Grobe, Lexie Ofe, and Hannis Roberts.   

 

Please know you will be kept informed throughout this 

process.   

 

Fannie Ashley 

Moderator 
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